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PresidentÕs Message

This month marks the end of a long-standing tradition. Well, maybe not 
so long-standing and maybe not the end exactly. It has been a tradition that 
has given knowledge to all those who were wise enough to participate in it. It 
has been a tradition that was eagerly awaited by Macintosh fans.

No, IÕm not talking about the Apple Keynote speech at MacWorld Expo. 
Why would you think that?

The tradition IÕm talking about is the PresidentÕs Message on the front 
page of the KeyMac Journal. Since I now Þnd myself wearing many hats Ð 
President, Journal writer, co-editor Ð it doesnÕt really make sense to have a 
special column from the President on the front page. As long as IÕm writing the 
majority of the Journal, then the Journal itself is the PresidentÕs Message. 
Therefore, this will be the last PresidentÕs Message until that time when I can 
give up a hat or two.

Think of this not as losing a PresidentÕs Message, but as gaining more 
news and commentary. On the slightly scarier side, you could think of this as 
the Journal evolving into many, really long, PresidentÕs Messages. Whichever 
analogy makes things rosier, thatÕs the one I recommend you embrace.

Like all great world-changing events, this  one comes with a Þnal uplifting 
prophetic moment:  the PresidentÕs Message shall one day come again.

Wayne A. Walker



V o l u m e  1 3 ,  N u m b e r  1                   w w w . k e y m a c c l u b . c o m                         J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 9

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  K e y M a c  M a c i n t o s h  C o m p u t e r  U s e r s  g r o u p  ¥ ¥  P a g e  2

KEYMAC JOURNAL

Communicating
by Ian Forrest

In John Grisham's bestseller about a 
Washington power broker who is pardoned 

of his crimes by a President then used by 
the CIA as bait for international assassins, 
the hero is saved by a cell phone that his 

son had smuggled to him. It had one of 
those little keyboards that slide out and 
allow one to send email by typing with the 

thumbs. The ending was happy.
In Stephen KingÕs book entitled Cell, 

cell phone users arenÕt quite so lucky. They 
fall victim to a phenomenon called the 

Pulse. The delivery method is a cell phone 
- everyoneÕs cell phone - that wreaks havoc 
and devastation. The survivors, those who 

donÕt own a cell phone, suddenly Þnd 
themselves in the pitch-black night of 
civilizationÕs darkest age, surrounded by 

chaos.
The book makes one wonder where 

this cell phone stuff is leading. Already 
there are signs of chaos in our daily lives. 

Leaving the house without your cell phone, 
which you didn't have the Þrst 20 or 30 (or 
60) years of your life, is  now a cause for 

panic and you turn around to go and get it. 
You pull up in your own driveway and use 
your cell phone to see if anyone is home to 

help you carry in the groceries. There are 
four billion cell phones worldwide, more 
than 250 million in the U.S. alone. Who 
doesnÕt have one? Stephen King! He hates 

the cell phone culture. Nevertheless his 
publisher did send hundreds of thousands 
of cell phone text messages to promote his 

book!
American cell phone subscribers are 

sending more text messages than ever; 

according to a recent survey by the mobile 
industry's  trade association CTIA (Cellular 
Telecommunications Trade Industry 

Association), about 75 billion SMS (Short 
Message Service) text messages were sent 
in June, averaging about 2.5 billion 
messages a day. This  represents an increase 

of 160 percent over the 28.8 billion 
messages reported in June 2007.

The phone, TV, personal computer 

and the Internet have found revolutionary 
ways to connect, entertain, and empower 
people. Nothing has matched the seismic 

cultural shift created by the cell phone with 
its ability to connect and deliver content 
anywhere anytime.

Although most of us have grown 

familiar with cell phones during the past 
ten years, we often donÕt realize how much 
our world has been transformed by these 

little devices. According to an MIT survey 
the cell phone topped the list of inventions 
people hated the most but canÕt live 

without.
Cell phones clearly inspire mixed 

feelings for many people who Þnd them 
somewhat irritating when used in public. 

Many states have banned using them while 
driving. But despite the ban and the risk of 
heavy Þnes, hazardous drivers continue to 

roam the streets unimpeded by a lack of 
common sense and their inability to pay 
attention to trafÞc lights and road signs.

One of the most astonishing uses of 
the cell phone was during the election 
campaign. Barack Obama announced his 
choice for VP via a cell phone text 

message. At the DNC convention in 
Denver, Obama asked his 85,000 fans to 
text message their friends asking for their 

support and donations. As the TV cameras 
panned around the Invesco stadium, home 
to the Denver Broncos, thousands upon 

thousands of people could be seen texting!  
The fundraising by his campaign through 
the Internet and cell phone texting as we 

all know ran to hundreds of millions of 
dollars.

It is therefore no surprise that nearly 
20 percent of the population has dispensed 

with their landline telephones. Among the 
younger generation, over 30 percent live in 
households where the cell phone is  the only 

phone. Last month we joined the club and 
cancelled our landline service. President-
elect Obama, with a cell phone at his ear Ð

I think he has the same Motorola model I 
have Ð is already a familiar sight.  Now if I 
could just get a hold of  his number . . .

Recipe Corner:
Apple Pie

Every now and then you run across 
something on the Internet that you know 

everyone is going to want to see. In this 
case itÕs a recipe, but not just any recipe. 
ItÕs a recipe for Apple pie Mac style. 

(Unfortunately, Þlling recipe not included.)
If anyone actually makes this. IÕd like a 

picture . . . and maybe even a slice!
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The Dark Side of  the 
iPhone

ItÕs no secret that the iPhone is a 

runaway success. For the most part, this is a 
good thing for Mac users. We get more 
respect. Apple gets more money for R&D 

to make new, fantastic things. The Safari 
browser gets more market share as the 
Internet Explorer market share shrinks, 

which makes it less and less likely that we 
will run into those unfriendly web sites that 
wonÕt work if you have a Mac. All and all, 
the success of  the iPhone has its beneÞts.

There is also a dark side to this 
success. Not all that is good for the iPhone 
is  good for Mac computer users, and 

sometimes it concerns me that no one is 
paying attention to this trend.

The Þrst sign of this potential problem 

occurred prior to the release of the iPhone. 
In June of 2006, Steve Jobs had told the 
Apple faithful they could expect the next 
version of the Mac Operating System to be 

released in the Spring of 2007. At that 
time, Tiger was the current OS, and 
Leopard was still a closely guarded secret. 

Yet when spring came, rather than 
releasing Leopard, Apple announced that 
it was delaying the launch of the new 

system until October. AppleÕs statement at 
the time was the ÒiPhone contains the most 
sophisticated software ever shipped on a 
mobile device, and Þnishing it on time has 

not come without a price -- we had to 
borrow some key software engineering and 
QA resources from our Mac OS X team.Ó

Analysts argued over the behind-the-
scenes meaning of this  statement. Was 
Apple shifting its primary focus away from 

computers?  Was Apple stretched too thin 
in trying to produce the uber-gadget that 
would become the iPhone?  Was this delay 

merely a marketing choice on AppleÕs part?  
Would any of these resources that were 
cannibalized away from the Mac ever 
return to Mac development?  No one 

outside of Apple knew for sure, and Apple 
itself is famously tight-lipped about these 
things. The one thing their announcement 

spelled out is that, at least for the moment, 
developing the iPhone was taking priority 
over the Mac.

In October of that year,  Leopard was 
released at last. Unfortunately, Leopard 
turned out to be the buggiest release of an 
operating system by Apple in a long time. 

Mac users had become accustomed to not 
worrying about Apple products. ÒUnlike 
Windows, they just work,Ó was a sentiment 

that most Apple users could state with 
pride. But Leopard disproved that maxim 
almost immediately. People who purchased 

Leopard right away encountered a variety 
of problems from MacÕs own version of the 
Blue Screen of Death to non-functioning 
email under the new 10.5 system. It took 

Apple weeks to nail down these problems. 
It wasnÕt until 10.5.3 that Leopard started 
to roar conÞdently.

Again, no one knows for sure how 
much of a negative impact the iPhone 
made on this release, but the two do seem 

to be related.

Currently, iPhone apps (slang for 
applications) are selling like wildÞre. 
Developers are cranking out cute little 

programs that are distributed through the 
iTunes store and phone owners are 
snapping them up like candy. The low cost 

of these apps has made them an impulse 
buy for most phone owners. It doesnÕt 
matter if a program doesnÕt do a lot when 

it only costs 99 cents. Programs that do 
something worthwhile are making 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and even 
programs that are less remarkable tens of 

thousands, such as ÒPull my FingerÓ which 
has exactly the sound effects that you 
would guess from the name.

According to a recent article by The 

Washington Post, iPhone applications are 
selling so well, that it has been described as 
a gold rush or wild west climate. 

Programmers say they havenÕt seen days 
like this since the early years of the tech 
boom. As an iPhone owner and an Apple 

fan in general, I appreciate this trend, but 
hereÕs the one line from the article that 
worries me: ÒBusiness is so good that 
Greenstone won't even bother writing for 

the Mac anymore.Ó  How many other 
developers feel this way, I wonder.

Programs for the Mac, by contrast, 

donÕt sell nearly as well. The current effect 
of this is that, once again, the iPhone 
seems to be draining resources from the 

Mac. In June of 2007, Electronic Arts 
(EA), a leading game manufacturer, took 
the stage with Jobs to announce that they 
were now working to bring out new titles 

for the Mac in a timely fashion. What 
happened since then?  A handful of games 
appeared for the Mac and then things 

slowed to a crawl. EA is now producing 
iPhone applications also. While over 
10,000 new titles from all developers have 

been released for the iPhone since its 
debut, when is the last time you heard of 
an exciting new piece of Mac software that 
wasnÕt made by Apple?

ItÕs possible that this will only be a 
short term trend. Learning to program for 
the iPhone is closely related to learning to 

program for the Mac. Maybe some of 
these developers will get tired of making so 
much money, and Mac users will get a 

program or two that just doesnÕt Þt that 
tiny, shiny iPhone screen.
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The Great 

Zune Swoon

A little background for those of you 

that arenÕt up on these things. The Zune is 
MicrosoftÕs answer to the iPod. It was 
introduced in 2006 after Microsoft grew 
increasingly irritated by not being in the 

MP3 player market. While Apple chose 
white for the introduction of its portable 
music player, Microsoft came out swinging 

by going straight to color Ð the color 
brown, that is. (Brown?  I know, who thinks 
a brown gadget is cool?  Only Microsoft, 

apparently, or maybe UPS.) 

On December 31, 2008 at exactly 1:30 
a.m., every single 30GB Zune owner got 
an unexpected New YearÕs gift from 

Microsoft. It wasnÕt an eCard with virtual 
ßowers saying, ÒThanks for buying our 
homely Zune instead of the much cooler 

iPod.Ó  It wasnÕt a free song download. In 
fact,  it wasnÕt something that any Zune 
owners wanted at all. 

At the same moment, all 30GB Zunes 
everywhere ceased functioning. There were 
even cases reported where a pair of 
coworkers wearing their Zunes and moving 

boxes suddenly looked up in puzzlement as 
the silence of  2009 descended upon them.

Nothing anyone tried at Þrst could Þx 

the little brown music players. Turning 
them on and off didnÕt work. Resetting 
didnÕt work. Finally, someone noticed that 

if you left them on long enough for the 
battery to go completely dead, the Zune 
would start back up and work once more.

Why?  Well, it turns out that the 

software in the Zunes had a nasty bug in it 
that was unable to switch from a leap year 
like 2008 back to a normal year like 2009. 

When it encountered that situation, it fell 

into an inÞnite loop and ceased responding 
to usersÕ button presses. Depleting the 
battery completely and then recharging it 
without connecting to a computer reset the 

clock and bypassed the problem.

Microsoft has now Þxed the problem 
after the howls of the tortured echoed 

around the world on the Internet. IÕve said 
it before, and IÕll say it again:  Microsoft, 
you always make me laugh.

!"#$%&'()*+,%-'."/%-"0"

The KeyMac Journal is published 
u n d e r a C r e a t i v e C o m m o n s , 
A t t r i bu t i on -Noncommerc ia l -No 

Derivative Works 3.0 Unported. ©2009.
Except where otherwise noted, KMJ 

is  written by Wayne A. Walker. Rights 

belong to their respective authors.

It took years to develop some products. Above is an early prototype, 

dubbed the Apple iWall. All this functionality was eventually shrunk 

down to become the iPhone. No wonder it took so many resources.

Really?  You believed that?  Well, let me tell you about this bridge I have 

for sale.  Honestly, I donÕt know what the heck this thing was, but it looks 

fun.
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